
Examiner’s commentary

Many candidates mistakenly believe that they are required to conduct practical research or interview 
practitioners (they are not). While this candidate did show initiative in directing a performance of a 
scene for an audience, and conducting interviews with theatre professionals, the essay offers a strong 
example of a candidate using empirical research to test hypotheses and research findings, rather than as 
an end in itself. Analyses are not merely supported by references to audience surveys, but to research 
into semiotics, costume design, and actors’ experiences, after having consulted a range of types of 
source. What a costume represented symbolically to the actual historical character the play is based on 
clearly intrigued the candidate, sparking their interest in the topic. While there are some weaknesses in 
research methodology, and some referencing problems, this is a well-structured argument, driven by 
the research question, rather than a compartmentalized report. 

The IB believe that content owners have the right to protect their property from theft. We are working 
to make digital content widely available while protecting it through strategies that meet our 
community expectations. Piracy is best addressed through consumer education, the enforcement of 
current copyright laws and new technologies and business models that make legal access to digital 
content easy, convenient and affordable. Any violation of IB’s copyright will be prosecuted to the 
fullest extent of the law.




















































